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It is widely recognized that the western North Atlantic has recently warmed very rapidly. Sea surface temperatures (SST) in 2012 were measured to be 1-3°C higher than the 1982-2011
average (Mills et al., 2013) . In particular, fecundity (it is likely a function of both), the fact that female lobsters require cold temperatures for ovarian development (Waddy et al., 1995) , combined with increased catch rates, could be cause for future concern for this lobster population. Unfortunately, the true test of this hypothesis will not come for another six to seven years, when lobster larvae will reach market size. 
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